
 

LEADER’S GUIDE 

Transforming Injustice! Watercolor #5 

“Lift Hope High!” 

 

Display Painting: 
My inspiration for this painting comes from a photo taken by Adrees Latif of Reuters on June 

8, 2020.  At a candlelight vigil honoring George Floyd, the photographer captured an image that 
depicted small lights of hope lifted up by local residents and alumni of Houston’s Yates High 
School, George Floyd’s alma mater. 

Art Reflection Questions: 
What do you see in this painting? 

How would you interpret what you see? 
Can you imagine yourself in the midst of this group of people?  
What would be your reason for being there? 
What is your emotional response to the scene? 
  
(Encourage response and conversation) 
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Hope is veiled at times, hidden from those who need light most. In this image, the sky is filled with 
ominous dark clouds. Yet there is light that that peeks through to help us remember that hope 
persists with us and in us. 

The people in the image are holding up tiny lights. They are doing this together, near one another, 
raising the light as one people. We cannot see the color of their skin, but it doesn’t matter. What 
does matter is that they are lifting lights of hope — together. 

General Dialogue: 
Cornell West has said, “Justice is what love looks like in public.” Indeed! I see in the people 

depicted in this image the kind of love that led them to gather as one community, expressing their 
love for their community and a longing for “Beloved Community.”*   

Spiritual Reflection: 
Think with me for a moment about the idea that “Justice is what love looks like in public.” 

What imagery does that bring to your mind? 

As I read a passage of Scripture from Lamentations, reflect on hope. What it means. What it 
represents. How does it manifest in your life? 

I do not have much longer to live; my hope in the Lord is gone. 
The thought of my pain, my homelessness, is bitter poison. 

I think of it constantly, and my spirit is depressed. 
Yet hope returns when I remember this one thing: 
The Lord’s unfailing love and mercy still continue, 

Fresh as the morning, as sure as the sunrise. 
(Lamentations 3:18-23 GNT) 

 
 
Meditation: 
Spend a few moments in silence, guided 

meditation and prayer. 

Questions for Meditation: 
Lament before God can keep us open to new hope even 

in the midst of despair. 

Take a few moments lamenting your own present reality and 
the reality of persons you hold close. 

Meditate on how you feel when your hope is small. 

Think about the times in your life that caused despair. 

What was your path to renewed hope?  
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Can you lift hope high for those who cannot hold their own hope, those who feel as if their cries for justice 
have been in vain?  

Will your allow your hopelessness to be transformed into an unrelenting quest for justice? 
 

Prayer: 
God of all hope, healer of the soul, 

How great is your faithfulness! 

Help us to lift hope high, to give hope away, 
to lift up hope for our sisters and brothers until Black lives (really) matter. 

Help us to cling to hope in the midst of our despairing, 
to hold hope tightly in times when we are disconsolate. 

Hear our lament and transform our despairing hearts into hearts of boldness 
that inspire us to acts of justice and mercy. 

Hold the hopelessness of every Black family. 

Hold the hopelessness of Black boys who fear violence that threatens. 

Hold the hopelessness of Black girls who fear the terror of the night. 

And in the darkest nights of the soul, 
O God, lift up holy lights of hope before us. 

In your great faithfulness, God, give us faithful hearts full of hope. 
And give us courageous hearts of perseverance, 

that we might lift up lights of hope’s justice 
for as long as it takes to transform injustice. 

When these days of violence cause us to lament, 
grant us a Spirit of hope that soars beyond our despair. 

If we resist your call for justice, God, 
compel us to the kind of righteousness that lets the oppressed go free. 

May our soul’s lament stir us to transform injustice, 
in every place, for every person, whenever racism threatens, 

for this is your will and our holy mission. Amen. 
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Resources: (Images may be enlarged by color photocopying.) 



Art Reflection 
Questions 

What do you see in this 
painting? 

How would you interpret what 
you see? 

Can you imagine yourself in the 
midst of this group of people?  

What would be your reason for 
being there? 

What is your emotional 
response to the scene? 
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